The Value in Music Education 

For centuries, music and art have been recognized as disciplines, on equal footing with mathematics, language, and the sciences as necessary for the development of mental process. More recent research has shown that the study of music, especially performance, actively involves more of the domains of the brain than any other discipline. Instrumental music, particularly in an ensemble such as band, requires more of the brain to be utilized, both right and left, than any other activity we experience in formal education. Dealing with the demands of music performance simultaneously requires that the performer manipulate visual symbolic information, interpret visual instructions from a conductor, analyze and synthesize aural information being received constantly, exhibit manual skill with the instrument, regulate volume and style of playing in sync with several other performers, and other factors.  Marching band performance requires great physical stamina while doing all of the above.
Consider the following quotes:

PLATO: "Music training is a more potent instrument than any other, because rhythm and harmony find their way into the inward places of the soul."

PAUL HARVEY (Broadcaster/commentator): "Our schools tend to refine intellects but neglect to discipline emotions. For anyone to grow up complete, music is imperative."

GREGORY ANRIG (President of Educational Testing Service): "The things I learned from my experience in music in school are discipline, perseverance, dependability, composure, courage, and pride in results. Not a bad preparation for the work force!"

JOSEPH M. CALAHAN (Director of Corporate Communications, Xerox Corporation): "Arts education aids students in skills needed in the workplace: flexibility, the ability to solve problems and communicate, the ability to learn new skills, to be creative and innovative, and to strive for excellence."

CLIFFORD V. SMITH (President of the General Electric Foundation): "GE hires a lot of engineers. We want young people who can do more than add up a string of numbers and write a coherent sentence. They must be able to solve problems, communicate ideas and be sensitive to the world around them. Participation in the arts is one of the best ways to develop these abilities."

MUSIC IS NOT ONLY IMPORTANT . . . IT'S ESSENTIAL!
